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INTRODUCTION 

AJ'EW  YORK  STATE  and  most  of  the 
other  states  of  the  Union  have  passed 
laws  requiring  that  all  public  schools  within 
the  limits  of  that  state  shall  set  aside  a  cer- 
tain period  each  week  from  the  kindergar- 
ten class  to  and  including  all  high  school 
grades  for  instruction  in  Fire  Prevention. 

Many  of  these  states  have  combined  Fire 
Prevention  with  Accident  Prevention  and 
have  established  regular  syllabi  for  outlin- 
ing the  work  to  be  covered  during  the 
school  term. 

This  book  has  been  especially  written 
to  cover  all  the  important  points  in  the 
"Course  of  Study  in  Fire  and  Accident 
Prevention"  recently  adopted  for  use  in  the 
New  York  City  Public  Schools.  This 
syllabus  has  "carefully  considered  nearly  all 
that  has  been  written  on  this  subject  and, 
to  a  large  extent,  has  embodied  the  actual 
experience  of  teachers  engaged  in  present- 
ing the  subject  matter  to  pupils. " 
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The  Case  Method  was  originally  used  in 
the  Harvard  Law  School  and  later  adapted 
to  the  teaching  of  Good  Health  by  Dr. 
Harry  W.  Haight  in  his  well-known  series 
of  school  texts/  the  "Case  System  of  Hy- 
giene." It  has  been  employed  in  this  book 
because  it  is  the  best  method  for  arousing 
interest,  creating  class  discussion,  and  train- 
ing the  pupils  to  think  without  undue  ap- 
prehension, in  terms  of  safety,  both  for 
themselves  and  for  others. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  very  vivid  illustra- 
tions will  develop  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils 
a  full  realization  of  the  dangerous  situations 
that  confront  them  daily,  and  that  the 
graphic  lessons  will  help  them  to  acquire 
fixed  habits  of  safety  through  automatic 
reactions  that  will  prevent  loss  of  life  and 
limb. 

It  has  been  found  that  most  accidents  and 
most  fires  are  preventable  not  only  by  means 
of  modern  safety  equipment  but  also  by  in- 
struction to  both  adults  and  children. 

The  thousands  of  lives  that  are  needlessly 
sacrificed  each  year  and  the  millions  of  dol- 
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lars  lost  annually  through  fires  and  acci- 
dents can  and  should  be  materially  de- 
creased by  thoroughly  acquainting  school 
children  with  the  need  for  being  careful  at 
all  times  in  their  play,  work,  and  every-day 
activities,  and  by  instructing  them  in  the 
precautions  to  be  used  in  preventing  fires 
and  accidents. 

It  is  the  belief  of  the  author  that  this  book 
will  help  pupils  to  realize  these  dangers 
and  show  them  what  carelessness  and  ig- 
norance may  cost  in  life,  injury,  and  hap- 
piness. 
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Playing  in  the  streets  causes  most  of  the  serious  accidents  to 
children. 

Every  year  over  70,000  persons  in  the 
United  States  lose  their  lives  in  accidents. 

These  accidents  can  be  prevented,  and 
these  lives  saved,  if  we  all  will  only  realize 
the  importance  of  safety  and  will  be  careful 
at  all  times  in  play,  work,  and  every-day 
activities. 
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THE  POLICEMAN 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  What  is  traffic? 

2.  Why  is  a  traffic  policeman  necessary  on 
our  City  streets? 

3.  How  does  the  policeman  wave  to  the  chil- 
dren to  cross  the  street? 

4.  How  does  the  policeman  motion  to  the 
children  to  stop? 

5.  Should  we  cross  the  street  at  the  corner 
or  in  the  middle  of  the  block?     Why? 

THE  POLICEMAN 

Owens  is  the  big  policeman  in  the  blue 
uniform  who  stands  at  the  street  cross- 
ing. He  has  a  happy  smile  for  all  as  they 
pass.  It  is  he  who  tells  the  school  children 
and  older  people,  too,  when  it  is  safe  to  cross 
the  street  or  when  they  must  wait  to  let  the 
automobiles  and  wagons  pass. 

Owrens  must  stop  either  the  people  or  the 
automobiles.  Each  has  a  right  to  the  street, 
but  each  must  give  the  other  a  chance  to 
use  the  streets,  too. 


THE  POLICEMAN 
LESSON  1 


This  is  a  traffic  policeman  who  tells  the  children  when  to 
cross  the  street.    Why  is  a  traffic  policeman  necessary? 
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First,  he  holds  up  his  right  hand,  as  shown 
in  the  picture,  to  stop  the  traffic  while  with 
the  other  hand  he  waves  to  the  people  to 
come  across  quickly.  Then,  he  holds  up 
his  hand  to  stop  the  children  while  he  waves 
to  the  traffic  to  come  ahead.  By  "traffic" 
we  mean  the  wagons,  street  cars,  automo- 
biles and  also  the  crowds  of  people  who  use 
the  streets. 

The  traffic  policeman  is  everybody's 
friend.  He  likes  to  see  everyone  happy. 
The  officer  knows  you  will  not  be  happy  if 
you  are  hurt.  He  wants  to  save  the  boys 
and  girls  from  injury. 

One  day  when  Owens  was  standing  in  the 
center  of  the  crossing,  he  put  up  his  right 
hand  as  a  signal  for  the  automobiles  on  the 
avenue  to  stop.  When  they  had  stopped, 
he  waved  to  the  school  children  that  it  was 
safe  for  them  to  cross. 

Little  Billy  and  Bessy  Brown  smiled  at 
the  big  policeman  as  they  passed. 

"Thank  you,  Mr.  Policeman,"  said  the 
children. 

Owens  smiled,  too.    He  liked  to  feel  that 
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he  was  protecting  the  children  from  danger. 

When  they  had  crossed  over  the  street 
safely,  the  policeman  waved  to  the  waiting 
automobiles  that  they  could  now  come 
ahead.  Just  then  little  Tony  Ferrera  came 
out  of  school.  He  was  in  a  hurry  to  cross 
the  street  and  get  home.  He  did  not  stop 
to  look  up  and  down  the  street  as  he  should 
have  done.  Without  thinking  he  dashed  in 
front  of  the  nearest  automobile. 

The  policeman  saw  Tony.  It  was  now 
too  late  to  stop  the  traffic  so  he  caught  the 
little  boy  by  the  arm  as  he  ran  past.  Tony 
struggled  to  free  himself.  He  did  not  think 
of  the  danger.  He  only  thought  of  crossing 
the  street. 

"You  will  have  to  wait  a  minute,  Sonny," 
said  Owens. 

When  the  automobiles  had  passed,  the 
officer  tried  to  explain  to  the  boy  how  the 
cars  and  wagons  might  have  struck  and 
killed  him.  Then  the  policeman  let  Tony 

go- 

The  boy  ran  home  as  fast  as  he  could.  He 
was  angry  because  the  policeman  had 
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stopped  him.  But  that  night  when  he 
thought  it  over,  he  knew  that  the  officer  was 
right. 

Tony  promised  himself  to  wait  next  time 
until  the  policeman  waved  to  him  that  it 
was  safe  to  cross.  He  knew  it  was  better 
not  to  take  a  chance  of  being  struck  by  an 
automobile  and  perhaps  crippled  for  life. 
He  wanted  to  keep  well  and  happy. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  Who  has  a  right  to  the  streets? 

2.  What  does  the  traffic  policeman  do? 

3.  When    did    Billy    and    Bessy    cross    the 
street? 

4.  When  did  Tony  cross?     What  happened 
to  him? 

5.  What  did  Tony  promise  to  do  next  time? 
Why? 

Suggestions   to  the   Teacher 

Dramatize  this  street  crossing.  Have  one 
child  be  the  policeman,  others  can  be  Billy, 
Bessy,  Tony,  automobiles  and  wagons.  Be 
sure  that  the  children  cross  only  at  the  signal 
and  that  they  walk  straight  across. 
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FORWARD,  SCOUTS  OF  SAFETY 

(Tune,  "Onward,  Christian  Soldiers") 

Forward,    Scouts    of    Safety, 

Making  life  secure 
Carelessness  and  folly, 

We  will  strive  to  cure. 

We'll  protect  all  others 

From  injury  and  harm 
And  if  we  see  a  fire 

We'll  send  in  an  alarm. 

Forward,    Scouts    of    Safety, 

Making  life  secure 
Accidents  and  fire 

We  will  not  endure. 

Join  the  Scouts  of  Safety 

Join  our  worthy  cause 
Add  to  ours  your  efforts 

Work  without  a  pause. 

Try  to  rid  our  city 

Of  all  this  grief  and  pain 

Let  us  all  be  careful 

And  happiness  will  reign. 

Adapted    from    the    Milwaukee    No-Accident    School    Pro 
gram. 
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PLAYGROUNDS 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  it  safer  to  play  on  the  sidewalks 
than  in  the  street? 

2.  Why  should  there  be  more  public  play- 
grounds? 

3.  Why  must  we  be  careful  not  to  push  or 
trip  other  children? 

4.  Why  must  we  be  careful  not  to  fall  down? 

5.  What  are  some   safe  games  to  play  on 
the  sidewalks? 

PLAYGROUNDS 

There  were  no  public  parks  or  play- 
grounds where  Billy  and  Bessy  lived.  The 
children  had  to  play  on  the  sidewalks  at  a 
time  when  there  was  not  room  enough  to 
play  there. 

Sidewalks  are  dangerous  because  the  dust 
and  dirt  that  cover  them  are  unhealthy,  and 
if  you  trip  and  fall,  you  may  break  some 
of  the  bones  in  your  body  on  the  pavement. 
That  is  why  we  must  never  push  anyone  be- 
cause he  may  fall  and  hurt  himself.  The 


PLAYGROUNDS 
LESSON  2 


There   is   no  playground  or  park  near  by,   so  the  children 

are   playing  on  the  sidewalk. 
Why   is   this   much   safer   than   playing   in   the   streets? 
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city  should  have  many  parks  and  play- 
grounds where  the  children  can  enjoy  them- 
selves without  danger. 

Billy  and  Bessy  had  just  bought  some 
new  roller  skates  and  wanted  to  try  them  as 
soon  as  possible.  They  were  very  happy  as 
they  strapped  on  the  new  skates  and  \vent 
whizzing  down  the  sidewalk.  It  was  lots 
of  fun.  Some  of  the  other  children  were 
there,  too,  playing  "tag"  and  enjoying  the 
fresh  air. 

Soon  Billy  tired  of  skating  on  the  side- 
walk. The  distance  was  too  short  between 
the  streets.  He  wanted  to  get  out  in  the  street 
where  he  could  skate  as  far  as  he  liked,  or 
where  he  could  catch  hold  of  a  wagon  or 
automobile  and  be  pulled  along.  Alas!  he 
forgot  all  about  the  dangers  of  the  street. 

"Come  on,  Bessy,"  he  shouted  as  he 
started  of!  down  the  street. 

Bessy  did  not  want  to  be  left  behind  and 
followed  along. 

For  a  while  everything  was  pleasant. 
They  "hitched"  behind  several  wagons  and 
skated  here  and  there.  They  were  not  think- 
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ing  of  being  hit  by  the  fast  street  cars  and 
automobiles.  Just  as  they  started  to  cross 
the  car  tracks  to  get  on  the  other  side  of 
the  street,  a  car  came  along. 

Billy  and  Bessy  did  not  hear  its  warning 
bell  as  it  came  rushing  toward  them. 

Before  the  motorman  could  bring  the  car 
to  a  stop,  the  little  boy  had  been  struck  and 
knocked  down.  Bessy  just  escaped  being 
hit.  Fortunately,  the  car  had  a  safety  device 
on  the  front  so  that  Billy  was  not  run  over 
by  the  wheels,  but  he  was  badly  bruised. 

A  crowd  soon  formed,  and  a  policeman 
telephoned  for  an  ambulance.  Bessy  was 
crying  as  if  her  little  heart  would  break  as 
they  took  Billy  away  to  the  hospital. 

After  a  great  deal  of  suffering  from  the 
injuries  he  had  received,  Billy  came  home. 
He  had  learned  his  lesson,  for  he  knew  now 
it  wasn't  worth  while  to  take  a  chance  of 
being  injured  by  playing  in  the  street. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  Where  did  Billy  and  Bessy  skate? 

2.  What  happened  to  Billy? 
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3.  Why  couldn't  the  motorman  turn  out  of 
the  way? 

4.  What   lesson    did    Billy   learn    from    the 
accident? 

5.  Where  should  children  play? 


Suggestions   to   the   Teacher 

Encourage  the  pupils  to  bring  in  news  clip- 
pings of  accidents  and  fires.  Each  pupil  may 
keep  his  or  her  own  clippings  in  a  scrap  book, 
and  each  month  the  name  of  the  child  having 
the  largest  number  of  clippings  may  be  placed 
on  a  special  honor  roll. 


Safety  First  Slogans 

Be  Careful. 

Avoid  Carelessness. 

Look!  Then  Cross. 

Obey  the  Traffic  Law. 

Stop !  Look !  Listen ! 
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SLEIGH  RIDING 
LESSON  3 


Tony  and  his  friends  went  sleigh  riding  in  the  street. 
Why    is    this    dangerous? 


Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  go  sleigh  riding 
in  the  city  streets? 

2.  Where  can  you  go  coasting? 

3.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  throw  snowballs? 

4.  Why   should  we   wear   rubbers   when    it 
snows  or  rains? 
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SLEIGH  RIDING 

The  first  snow  of  the  winter  had  fallen, 
and  all  the  children  were  happy.  As  they 
walked  home  from  school,  some  of  the 
older  boys  made  snowballs  and  threw  them 
at  each  other. 

One  snowball  hit  little  Bessy  Brown  in 
the  eye.  Of  course,  the  boy  who  threw  it 
didn't  mean  to  hit  Bessy.  The  snowball 
slipped  out  of  his  hand.  That  is  always  the 
way.  People  are  hurt  because  things  hap- 
pen unexpectedly.  Bessy  began  to  cry  and 
hurried  home  to  her  mother. 

That  night,  after  supper,  Tony  dragged 
out  his  big  bob-sled.  The  snow  had  been 
nicely  packed  down  on  the  hill.  He  knew 
it  would  be  a  lot  of  fun  coasting. 

By  the  time  he  got  the  sled  to  the  top 
of  the  hill,  several  other  boys  and  girls  had 
joined  him  and  asked  for  a  ride. 

Bessy  Brown,  Dotty  Dale  and  Dicky 
Dale  jumped  on  the  sled  behind  Tony  as 
he  started  down  the  long  hill.  Down,  down, 
down  they  flew  at  lightning  speed.  The 
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children  shouted  with  joy  as  they  sped  past 
their  friends  coming  up  the  hill.  As  they 
approached  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  their 
shouts  turned  into  cries  of  fear  for  they  all 
saw  a  car  coming  toward  the  crossing. 

"Stop!  Stop!"  cried  the  children  on  the 
back  of  the  sled,  nearly  frightened  to  death. 

But  the  sled  was  now  going  too  fast  for 
Tony  to  stop  it.  He  did  the  next  best  thing 
and  gave  the  steering  wheel  a  hard  pull  to 
the  right  to  try  to  turn  the  sled  away  from 
the  wheels  of  the  street  car.  The  sled 
turned  quickly,  skidded,  and  ran  into  a  tele- 
graph pole  at  the  side  of  the  street. 

Crash!  Bang!  The  sled  turned  over  and 
was  smashed  to  pieces.  Everyone  \vas 
thrown  into  the  street.  Fortunately,  nobody 
was  killed,  but  they  were  all  badly  cut  and 
bruised.  As  they  limped  home,  they  all 
said  they  would  never  coast  down  that  hill 
again. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 
I.  What  happened  to  Bessy  Brown? 
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2.  How  did  Bessy  happen  to  get  hit? 

3.  What  did  Tony  do  with  his  sled? 

4.  What  happened  to  the  sled?    Why? 

5.  What  did  the  children  say  as  they  went 
home? 

Suggestions   to  the   Teacher 

Have  the  children  make  posters  to  be  hung 
up  in  the  classroom  and  in  the  halls  calling  the 
children's  attention  to  be  careful  at  all  times. 


Safety  First  Slogans 

Carefulness  Counts. 

Be  Safe — Not  Sorry. 
Play  On  the  Sidewalk. 
Caution  Brings  Safety. 

Make  Haste  Slowly. 


THE  UMBRELLA 
LESSON  4 

JT 


Bessy   carried    her   umbrella    down   over   her   head. 
Why    is    this    dangerous? 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  How  should  we  carry  an  umbrella  when 
opened? 

2.  How  should  we  carry  an  umbrella  when 
closed? 

3.  Why    should   we   wear    rubbers   when   it 
rains? 

4.  Why  should  we  take  our  rubbers  off  in 
school  or  at  home? 

5.  What  should  we  do  if  we  catch  cold? 

27 
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THE  UMBRELLA 

It  was  Monday.  Outside  the  rain  was 
pouring  down,  but  Bessy  Brown  had  to  go 
to  school  just  the  same. 

"Now,  Bessy,"  said  Mrs.  Brown.  "Don't 
forget  to  put  on  your  rubbers  when  you  go 
to  school  so  you  will  keep  your  feet  dry." 

"All  right,  Mother,"  replied  Bessy  as  she 
slipped  on  her  rubbers.  Then  she  took  her 
closed  umbrella  and  put  it  over  her  shoulder 
as  a  soldier  carries  a  gun.  The  little  girl 
hurried  in  to  her  mother  to  kiss  her  good- 
bye. This  done,  she  quickly  turned  away 
without  thinking  about  the  point  of  the  um- 
brella that  was  sticking  up  in  the  air.  Mrs. 
Brown  pulled  her  head  back  to  try  to  dodge 
the  point.  She  succeeded  in  keeping  it 
out  of  her  eyes,  but  the  end  struck  her  nose 
a  severe  blow,  leaving  a  bad  bruise. 

Mrs.  Brown  tried  not  to  cry,  but  Bessy 
knew  that  she  had  hurt  her  mother. 

"Oh,  I'm  so  sorry,  Mother,"  said  Bessy, 
the  tears  coming  to  her  eyes.  "It  was  so 
careless  of  me.  I  didn't  think." 
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"Well,  never  mind.  Run  along  to  school. 
I  suppose  we  should  be  thankful  it  wasn't 
worse.  Do  be  careful,  though,  and  always 
keep  the  point  of  the  umbrella  down." 

"Yes,  Mother,  I  will,"  said  Bessy  and 
hurried  off  to  school. 

As  she  opened  the  door,  the  wind  swept 
the  rain  inside.  It  was  all  little  Bessy  could 
do  to  open  up  the  umbrella  and  close  the 
door  behind  her.  She  pushed  her  way 
against  the  storm,  keeping  the  umbrella 
down  over  her  head  to  protect  her  pretty 
dress  from  the  rain.  Bessy  was  thinking 
only  of  keeping  dry.  She  never  thought  of 
the  danger  of  being  struck  by  street  cars  and 
automobiles  as  she  crossed  the  street. 

The  little  girl  stepped  directly  in  front 
of  a  street  car.  Luckily,  it  was  going 
slowly,  and  the  motorman  had  time  to  clang 
the  bell  and  put  on  the  brakes.  Bessy 
jumped  for  her  life  and  was  nearly  run 
over  by  an  automobile  that  was  speeding 
down  the  street.  When  Bessy  reached  the 
sidewalk,  she  walked  along  with  the  um- 
brella held  directly  over  her  head  so  that 
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she  could  see  where  she  was  going  and,  at 
the  same  time,  not  be  in  danger  of  putting 
anyone's  eyes  out  or  being  run  over  herself. 


Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Bessy  hurt  her  mother? 

2.  What  did  Bessy  say  to  her  mother? 

3.  How  did  Bessy  carry  her  umbrella? 

4.  What  happened  to  Bessy?    Why? 

5.  How  did  Bessy  carry  her  umbrella  after 
that? 


Suggestions   to  the   Teacher 

Have  the  children  dramatize  this  situation  in 
the  classroom  on  the  first  rainy  day. 


Safety  First  Slogans 

Safety  First,  Last,  All  the  Time. 

Better  Be  Careful  Than  Crippled. 

Be  Careful  Today,  And  Happy  Tomorrow. 


PLAYING  IN  THE  STREET 
LESSON  5 


1111111177.111 

UilliilllllUIIII 


These  children  are  playing  in  the  street.     Why  is  it  danger- 
ous  for   children   to  play   in  the   street? 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why. is  it  dangerous  to  play  in  the  street? 

2.  Why  is  it  dangerous- to  play  with  scissors 
or  knives? 

3.  Why  must  we  be  careful  when  carrying  a 
pen  or  pencil  with  the  point  exposed? 

4.  Why  must  we  be  careful  not  to  throw 
fruit  skins  into  the  street? 

5.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  "hitch"  on  wagons 
and  automobiles? 
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PLAYING  IN  THE  STREET 

Mrs.  Dale  had  just  bought  a  new 
"scooter"  for  her  two  children — Dorothy, 
whom  everybody  called  Dotty,  and  Richard, 
whom  the  boys  called  Dicky.  Dotty  and 
Dicky  could  hardly  wait  until  morning 
to  play  with  the  new  "scooter." 

After  breakfast  Dicky  and  his  sister 
started  coasting  down  a  small  hill  near  their 
home.  It  was  lots  of  fun  at  first,  but  soon 
they  wanted  to  coast  a  longer  distance. 

"Let's  hitch  behind  a  wagon,"  said  Dicky 
to  his  sister  "then  we  can  go  as  far  as  we 
like." 

"But  that's  dangerous!"  replied  Dotty. 

"Well,  if  you  are  afraid,  you  can  stay 
here,"  laughed  Dicky  as  he  started  pushing 
the  "scooter"  down  the  street  after  a  wagon. 
The  little  girl  did  not  want  to  be  left  behind 
so  she  ran  after  her  brother.  Dicky  caught 
the  wagon  just  as  it  was  about  to  cross  the 
car  tracks,  but  his  little  sister  tripped  and 
fell  directly  in  the  path  of  the  street  car. 

The  people  who  were  watching  her  from 
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the  sidewalk  screamed  in  horror.  The 
motorman  put  on  his  brake  quickly  and 
brought  the  car  to  a  sudden  stop  which 
threw  many  of  the  passengers  to  the  floor. 
The  car  had  stopped  within  a  few  inches 
of  Dotty.  Several  of  the  people  on  the 
street  car  jumped  off  and  picked  up  the 
child  who  was  more  frightened  than  hurt. 

Dicky  who  thought  his  sister  had  been 
killed  came  running  up,  all  out  of  breath, 
with  tears  streaming  down  his  face. 

When  he  saw  his  sister  was  not  injured, 
he  was  overjoyed. 

"Come  on  home,  Sister,"  he  said  taking 
her  by  the  hand.  "We'll  never  play  in  the 
streets  again." 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  Where  did  Dicky  and  Dotty  go  coasting 
at  first? 

2.  Then  where  did  they  go? 

3.  What  happened  to  Dotty? 

4.  What  did  Dicky  say  to  his  sister? 

5.  Do  you  remember  the  story  of  Billy  and 
Bessy  Brown? 
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THE  WARNING 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  should  we  cross  the  street  only  at 
regular  crossings? 

2.  Why  should  we  help  others  to  be  careful? 

3.  What   must   we   look    for   in   crossing   a 
street? 

4.  How  should  we  cross  the  street? 
H.  What  is  a  safety  zone? 

THE  WARNING 

One  day  as  Billy  Brown  was  walking 
along  the  street,  he  saw  some  boys  playing 
ball  on  the  sidewalk.  He  stopped  to  watch 
them  as  each  in  turn  would  throw  the  ball 
to  one  of  the  other  boys. 

"That's  a  high  one,"  he  thought  to  him- 
self as  one  of  the  boys  threw  the  ball  as 
hard  as  he  could.  Sure  enough,  it  went 
right  over  the  head  of  the  boy,  who  tried  to 
catch  it,  and  rolled  out  into  the  street.  This 
boy  dashed  after  the  ball  without  stopping 
to  look  up  and  down  the  street  to  see  if  any 
cars  or  automobiles  were  coming. 


THE  WARNING 
LESSON  6 


Billy  Brown  stopped  the  boy  just  in  time. 
What  might   have   happened  to  the  boy? 
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Billy  glanced  down  the  street  and  saw  a 
street  car  approaching.  He  shouted  a  warn- 
ing, but  the  other  boy  did  not  hear  him. 
Without  waiting  another  second,  Billy 
dashed  out  after  him.  He  knew  that  the 
boy  might  be  struck  and  killed  by  the  car. 
Billy  stopped  the  boy  just  in  time. 

"Better  be  careful  next  time,"  said  Billy 
"you  might  have  been  killed.  I  was  hit  by 
a  car  once,  and,  believe  me,  it's  no  fun. 
Look  up  and  down  the  street  next  time." 

The  other  boy  was  so  surprised,  he  didn't 
even  have  time  to  thank  Billy  before  he  was 
out  of  sight. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  What  did  Billy  Brown  see? 

2.  What  did  the  other  boy  do  when  the  ball 
rolled  into  the  street? 

3.  Did  he  look  for  the  street  traffic? 

4.  Why  did  Billy  run  after  him? 

5.  What  did  Billy  say  to  the  other  boy? 

Suggestions  to   the  Teacher 
Have  the  class  dramatize  this  story. 


Accident  Prevention  37 

*  SAFETY  ALWAYS 

(Tune,  "Tramp,  Tramp,  Tramp99) 

By  WILLIAM  BURGESS 

In  the  busy  hours  of  day 

And  the  pleasures  of  the  way 
We  will  listen,  stop  and  look  before  we  run. 

Safety  always  is  our  plan 

To  conserve  the  life  of  man 
And  to  follow  up  the  better  day  begun. 

Chorus: 

March,  march,  march!  to  law  and  order, 
Checking  the  reckless  on  the  way. 
For  in  guarding  young  and  old, 
Saving  life  and  limbs  untold, 
We  shall  make  a  better  record  day  by  day. 

When  on  duty  we  are  bent 

Business  call  or  message  sent, 
Safety  First,  and  Safety  all  the  way  along, 

For  'tis  better  always  safe 

Than  be  sorry  when  too  late 
This  is  our  slogan  and  the  Safety  Marching 
Song. 

*  Copyright,   1917,  by  the  Bureau  of  Safety,  Chicago,  111. 
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A  HELPING  HAND 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  should  we  protect  younger  children? 

2.  Where  should  children  play? 

3.  Why    should    we    help    very    old    people 
across  the  street? 

4.  How  can  you  help  to  prevent  street  acci- 
dents? 

5.  What  should   you   do   before  crossing   a 
street? 

A  HELPING  HAND 

When  Bessy  Brown  was  out  walking" one 
day,  she  was  horrified  to  see  little  Helen 
Hunt  playing  in  the  street  with  a  small  toy 
horse.  Bessy  remembered  the  narrow  es- 
cape that  she,  herself,  had  had  a  long  time 
before  while  skating  in  the  street. 

Helen  was  only  six  years  old  and  didn't 
know  any  better.  She  had  never  been  told 
how  dangerous  it  was  to  play  in  the  street. 

Bessy  ran  out  and  helped  the  little  girl 
to  safety  just  as  a  big  automobile  came 
speeding  down  the  street  and  might  have 
killed  Helen.  Bessy  Brown  told  Helen  all 
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A  HELPING  HAND 
LESSON  7 


Bessy  stopped   Helen   and  made  her  keep  on  the  sidewalk. 
Why  should  \ve  learn  to  protect  younger  children? 
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about  the  dangers  in  the  streets  and  made 
her  promise  to  play  in  the  park  or  on  the 
sidewalks. 

"If  you  want  to  cross  the  street,  Helen, 
cross  at  the  corner  where  the  big  policeman 
is  standing.  He  will  tell  you  when  it  is 
safe,"  said  Bessy  as  she  walked  away  smil- 
ing because  she  was  happy  to  have  saved  the 
little  girl's  life. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  Where  was  little  Helen  playing? 

2.  Why  was  she  playing  there? 

3.  What  did  Bessy  do? 

4.  What    did    Bessy    make    the    little    girl 
promise  to  do? 

5.  Where  did  Bessy  tell  Helen  to  cross  the 
street? 

Suggestions   to  the   Teacher 

Instruct  each  child  to  prepare  Safety  Rules 
to  be  read  in  class  and  have  the  other  pupils 
decide  whether  each  rule  is  important.  If  the 
rules  are  approved  by  the  class,  they  should  be 
written  on  the  blackboard  and  allowed  to  re- 
main there. 
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THE  NARROW  ESCAPE 

LESSON  8 


Dotty  Dale  stopped  the  children  before  they  were  run  over 

by  the  street  car. 
Why  must  we  be  careful  while  crossing  the  streets? 


Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  must  we  be  careful  while  crossing 
the  streets? 

2.  Why  must  we  obey  the  traffic  policeman? 

3.  If  there  is  no  policeman,  what  would  you 
do? 
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THE  NARROW  ESCAPE 

Dotty  Dale  had  been  so  frightened  when 
she  was  nearly  run  over  by  the  street  car, 
that  she  never  forgot  it.  The  little  girl  never 
played  in  the  streets  any  more.  If  she 
wanted  to  cross  the  street,  she  always  looked 
first  to  the  left  and  then  to  the  right  to  see 
if  any  street  cars  or  automobiles  were  com- 
ing toward  her. 

One  day  when  Dotty  was  outwalking,  she 
saw  two  children  trying  to  cross  the  avenue. 
They  had  not  looked  up  and  down  to 
see  if  any  traffic  was  approaching,  but 
walked  boldly  across.  Dotty  saw  street  cars 
coming  in  both  directions  and  darted  out  to 
warn  the  children. 

The  children  had  seen  the  nearest  car,  but 
they  were  just  about  to  run  ahead  into  the 
path  of  the  car  coming  the  other  way. 

"Wait!"  cried  Dotty.  "There's  a  car 
coming  the  other  way!" 

She  jumped  in  front  of  the  children  and 
stopped  them  before  it  was  too  late.  They 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  death  that  time. 
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When  the  car  had  passed,  she  helped  them 
across  the  street.  Before  she  left,  she  made 
them  promise  to  be  more  careful  next  time. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Dotty  Dale  cross  the  street? 

2.  What  did  the  children  forget  to  do  when 
they  crossed  the  street? 

3.  What  didn't  the  children  see? 

4.  What  did  Dotty  Dale  do? 

5.  What    did     Dotty     make     the     children 
promise? 

Suggestions  to   the   Teacher 

Form  a  Safety  First  Club  in  the  classroom  to 
protect  others  and  to  prevent  fires. 

Safety  First  Slogans 

Keep  off  the  tracks,  avoid  disaster. 

Street  cars  are  many  times  bigger  and  faster. 

Better  Cause  a  Delay,  Than  an  Accident. 
The  Best  Way  Is  the  Safe  Way. 
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THE  SAFETY  FIRST  SCOUTS 
LESSON  9 


The    Safety    First    Scout    raised    his    hand    to    stop    the    boys 

from  running  in  front  of  the  car. 
Why   is   traffic    regulation    necessary? 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  traffic  regulation  necessary? 

2.  Can  school  boys  help  to  regulate  traffic? 

3.  Why  should  we  obey  the  traffic  officer? 

4.  How  can  school  children  help  to  prevent 
accidents? 

5.  Are  Safety  First  Scouts  necessary  in  your 
school?     Why? 
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THE  SAFETY  FIRST  SCOUTS 

Billy  Brown  spoke  to  his  teacher  one  day 
after  school.  He  told  her  how  he  had  been 
nearly  killed  by  a  street  car. 

"It  was  just  carelessness  on  my  part,"  he 
added. 

"I  am  sure  you  will  never  let  it  happen 
again,"  replied  the  teacher.  "So  many 
children  are  injured  each  year  through 
carelessness.  They  do  not  stop  to  think." 

"Couldn't  we  organize  the  Safety  First 
Scouts  and  have  a  traffic  squad  to  help 
Owens,  the  policeman?  He  can't  take  care 
of  all  the  crossings  near  the  school."  . 

"That  would  be  a  splendid  idea,  Billy. 
I  shall  ask  the  Principal  if  we  cannot  do 
it  right  away." 

Mr.  Payson,  the  principal,  readily  agreed 
to  the  idea.  The  next  day  the  Safety 
Scouts  were  organized.  Twelve  boys  from 
the  entire  school  were  chosen  from  among 
those  who  had  shown  themselves  to  be  care- 
ful and  thoughtful, 
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Billy  Brown  was  selected  as  the  Chief 
Scout. 

Each  one  was  given  a  place  at  points  near 
the  school  where  the  children  crossed  the 
street  and  was  told  to  warn  the  children 
when  it  was  too  dangerous  to  cross. 

Owens,  the  policeman,  was  pleased  to  see 
these  Safety  Scouts.  He  showed  them  how 
to  hold  up  their  hands  to  stop  the  wagons 
and  automobiles  while  the  children  crossed 
the  street.  He  also  told  them  it  was  neces- 
sary to  stop  the  children  from  crossing  the 
street  while  the  traffic  passed. 

"Everybody  has  equal  rights  to  the  street, 
you  know,"  he  said. 

White  lines  were  painted  on  the  street 
straight  across  from  corner  to  corner.  The 
children  were  told  that  they  must  keep  in- 
side these  lines  while  crossing  the  street  and 
that  they  must  obey  the  signals  of  the  Safety 
First  Scouts. 

The  Scouts  regulated  the  traffic  about  the 
school  and  helped  the  children  to  cross 
safely.  They  also  kept  on  the  lookout  for 
all  broken  electric  light  wires  that  might 
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kill  anyone  who  touched  them.  In  addition 
it  was  their  duty  to  help  prevent  acci- 
dents and  fires. 

Each  Scout  had  to  take  this  pledge : 

1.  I  promise  to  help  protect  the  life  of  every 

pupil  of  my  school. 

2.  While  on  duty,  I  promise  to  obey  my 

Chief. 

3.  I  'will  be  courteous  at  all  times  In  enforc- 

ing the  safety  rules. 

4.  /  will  try  to  prevent  accidents  and  fires. 

Billy  was  very  proud  to  have  been  chosen 
as  the  Chief.  Every  noon  and  at  3  o'clock 
when  school  was  dismissed,  he  stood  at  the 
main  street  crossing  and  kept  the  boys  and 
girls  from  being  run  over  by  the  street  cars 
and  automobiles. 

Since  the  Safety  Scouts  have  been 
formed,  no  pupil  has  been  injured  in  the 
school  or  in  the  streets  near  by,  and  no  fires 
have  been  started. 
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Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How    are    many    children    injured    each 
year? 

2.  How  were  the  Safety  First  Scouts  organ- 
ized? 

3.  Who  was  selected  as  Chief? 

4.  What  did  the  Scouts  do? 

5.  What  has  happened  at  the  school  since 
the  Safety  First  Scouts  were  formed? 

Suggestions   to   the  Teacher 

Organize  Safety  First  Scouts  in  your  school 
along  the  lines  indicated  in  this  chapter. 

Safety  First  Jingles 

The  city  is  so  full 
Of  good  places  to  play, 
I'm  sure  we  should  stay 
Off   the    street   every   day. 

He  who  stops  to  look  each  way, 
Will  live  to  look  another  day. 
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SAFETY  RULES 

The  New  York  City  Bureau  of  Public 
Safety  wants  every  boy  and  girl  to  remem- 
ber these  rules  at  all  times.  If  you  do,  it 
will  help  save  you  from  being  injured. 

1.  Never   cross   streets   except   at   regular 

crossings.  This  is  "jay  walking"  and 
causes  one-half  of  all  the  accidents  on 
our  streets. 

2.  Don't  cross  the  street  directly  behind  a 

street  car.  There  may  be  another  on 
the  opposite  track,  or  an  automobile 
you  cannot  see. 

3.  Before  stepping  from  the  curb  see  that 

the  traffic  has  stopped.  Running  in 
front  of  moving  wagons  and  automo- 
biles may  cause  a  serious  accident. 

4.  Don't   cut    diagonally    from    corner    to 

corner  at  street  crossings.  Two  lines 
of  traffic  to  watch,  doubles  the  danger, 
of  injury. 

5.  Always  look  BOTH  ways  when  crossing 

streets. 
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"I  particularly  recommend  the  impor- 
tance of  educational  effort  through  the 
schools  and  in  the  homes  to  prevent  fires." 

-CALVIN   COOLIDGE, 
President  of  the  United  States. 


ANNUAL  FIRE  LOSS  IN  THE 
UNITED  STATES 


Fires  like  this  cause  the  death  of  15,000  persons  each  year. 

Every  year  15,000  persons  in  the  United 
States  lose  their  lives  in  fires.  Most  of  these 
fires,  which  cost  the  people  of  the  United 
States  more  than  $500,000,000  annually, 
could  have  been  prevented. 

Let  us  all  try  to  prevent  fires  and  acci- 
dents this  year. 
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THE  BONFIRE 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  a  bonfire  dangerous? 

2.  What  might  happen  to  the  wooden  fence? 
to  the  roof  of  the  house? 

3.  How  would  you  put  out  a  bonfire? 

4.  What  should  you  do  if  you  saw  other  chil- 
dren starting  a  bonfire? 

5.  Is  there  any  law  in  your  City  against  build- 
ing bonfires? 

THE  BONFIRE 

The  weather  was  clear  and  cold.  The 
boys  and  girls  had  put  on  their  warm  over- 
coats, but  still  the  cold  air  made  their  fin- 
gers and  toes  feel  as  if  they  were  frozen. 

Coming  home  from  school,  Tony  called 
several  of  his  friends  together. 

"Let's  build  a  bonfire  in  my  backyard. 
We'll  have  a  lot  of  fun." 

"Yes,"  replied  Billy.  "My  toes  are 
nearly  frozen." 

So  the  children  hurried  down  to  Tony's 
yard.  There  they  gathered  a  pile  of  old 
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THE  BONFIRE 
LESSON  10 


These  children  have  built  a  bonfire.    Why  is  this  dangerous? 
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wood  and  scraps  of  paper  that  were  lying 
around.  Tony  lit  a  match  and  set  fire  to  the 
pile.  Soon  it  was  burning  brightly.  The 
children  gathered  close  to  the  fire  to  warm 
their  little  hands  and  feet. 

Just  then  a  policeman,  who  was  going 
home,  saw  the  smoke  and  thought  he  would 
see  where  it  came  from.  When  he  saw  the 
blazing  bonfire,  he  told  the  boys  that  they 
must  put  out  the  fire  immediately. 

"Don't  you  know  that  sparks  from  your 
fire  may  fly  across  to  that  roof  over  there, 
or  they  may  start  this  fence  burning,"  he 
said  pointing  to  the  fence  near  by. 

"I  like  to  see  you  enjoying  yourselves," 
he  added,  "but  you  can  do  that  without 
endangering  those  houses  and  the  lives  of 
the  people  over  there." 

"It  is  better  to  prevent  fires  from  getting 
started  and  be  safe  than  to  be  sorry  after  a 
home  has  been  destroyed,"  said  the  officer 
helping  the  boys  to  put  out  the  fire. 

Tony  and  his  friends  were  sorry  to  put 
out  their  fire,  but  they  decided  it  was  better 
to  build  a  play  house  in  the  backyard  with 
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the  wood  than  to  build  a  fire  that  might 
destroy  many  homes. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  Why  did  the  children  build  a  bonfire? 

2.  Who  saw  the  smoke  from  the  fire? 

3.  Why  did  he  make  the  children  put  out  the 
fire? 

4.  What  did  he  say? 

5.  What    did    the    children    decide    to    do? 
Why? 

Suggestions  to  the   Teacher 

Encourage  the  children  to  tell  of  accidents 
that  occurred  at  home,  in  school,  or  on  the 
street.  This  will  help  the  pupils  to  realize  the 
dangers  that  confront  them  in  their  play,  work, 
and  every-day  activities. 


Fire  Prevention  Slogans 

Don't  Start  Fires. 
A  Burnt  Child  Dreads  the  Fire. 
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CHRISTMAS  TREE  CANDLES 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why    is    it    dangerous    to    have    lighted 
candles  on  a  Christmas  tree? 

2.  Why  is  it  safer  to  have  electric  lights? 

3.  Why  must  we  also  be  careful  if  we  use 
,  electric  lights? 

4.  In  case  your  tree  caught  fire,  what  would 
you  do? 

5.  In   case    your   clothes    caught   fire,    what 
would  you  do? 

CHRISTMAS  TREE  CANDLES 

It  was  Christmas  Day.  Little  Bessy 
Brown  jumped  out  of  bed  and  rushed  to 
the  parlor  to  see  what  Santa  Claus  had 
brought  to  her.  Imagine  her  delight  when 
she  saw  a  lovely  Christmas  tree  full  of 
beautiful  toys  and  pretty  things.  All  around 
the  tree  were  presents  for  her. 

Bessy  clapped  her  hands  with  joy.  For 
a  moment  she  was  too  happy  to  say  a  word. 
Then  she  began  to  look  over  all  her  beau- 
tiful gifts  one  at  a  time.  There  was  a  big 
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Bessy  Brown  began  to  light  the  candles  on  the  tree.     Why 
is  this  dangerous? 
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doll  that  closed  her  eyes;  there  was  a  toy 
dog  that  said,  "Bow!  Wow!"  when  you 
squeezed  him;  there  was  a  sled  painted  a 
pretty  bright  red;  and  many,  many  other 
things. 

Bessy  ran  into  the  next  room  to  show  some 
of  the  beautiful  presents  to  her  mother  and 
father.  They  were  glad  to  see  their  little 
daughter  so  happy. 

When  Bessy  went  back  to  the  parlor 
again,  she  wanted  to  light  the  candles  on 
the  tree.  The  little  girl  stepped  upon  her 
new  sled  so  she  could  reach  them. 

Bessy  began  to  light  one  candle  and  then 
another.  As  she  tried  to  reach  the  third 
candle,  the  wind  blew  the  flame  from  one 
of  the  lighted  candles  against  some  cotton 
which  had  been  placed  on  the  tree  to  look 
like  snow.  In  an  instant  the  cotton  caught 
fire,  and  the  flame  grew  higher  and  higher 
as  it  spread  from  limb  to  limb.  Bessy's 
pretty  dress  also  caught  fire  as  she  stood 
there  too  frightened  to  move. 

Instead  of  standing  still,  as  she  should 
have  done,  and  wrapping  herself  in  a  blanket 
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or  rug  to  smother  the  flames,  she  ran  scream- 
ing from  the  room  to  find  her  mother  and 
father.  Her  mother  immediately  threw  a 
blanket  around  the  child  to  put  out  the 
flames  while  her  father  dashed  into  the  par- 
lor where  the  tree  was  burning  fiercely. 

The  fire  had  spread  rapidly  and  set  fire 
to  the  nearby  furniture  and  the  pretty  red 
sled. 

Mr.  Brown  ran  to  the  open  window  and 
shouted  as  loud  as  he  could,  "Fire!  Fire! 
Help  iFire!" 

Tony  Ferrera,  who  happened  to  be  pass- 
ing at  that  time,  heard  the  shouts  and  ran  to 
the  nearest  Fire-Alarm  Box  to  call  the  fire- 
men to  help  put  out  the  fire. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  What  did  Bessy  do  to  the  candles  on  the 
tree? 

2.  What  happened  to  Bessy? 

3.  What  did  Bessy  do  then? 

4.  What  should  Bessy  have  done? 

5.  What  did  Tony  do? 
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THE  FIRE-ALARM 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  If    you    heard    cries    of    "Fire!      Help! 
Fire!"  what  would  you  do? 

2.  How  would  you  turn  in  an  alarm? 

3.  What  would  you  do  then? 

4.  What  do  the  firemen  do? 

5.  What  do  the  policemen  do  at  a  fire? 

THE  FIRE-ALARM 

When  Tony  reached  the  Fire-Alarm,  he 
knew  just  what  to  do  for  he  had  learned 
all  about  Fire-Alarms  at  school. 

The  big  red  box  was  fastened  to  the  tele- 
graph pole  at  the  corner.  On  the  front  of 

the  box  was  a  handle,  and  on  the  cover  it  said, 

• 

Turn  Handle  Until  Bell  Rings 

An  arrow  pointed  to  the  right  showing  which 
way  to  turn  it. 

(Some  of  the  Fire-Alarm  Boxes  have  a 
little  glass  door  that  you  must  break  to 
open  the  cover;  and  with  some  of  the  older 
type,  it  is  necessary  to  turn  the  handle  to 
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This  is   a  modern  Fire-Alarm  Box.     How  would  you  turn 
in    an    alarm? 
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the  right  until  the  door  opens,  then  pull 
down  the  hook  inside  the  box  once.) 

Tony  turned  the  handle  to  the  right  until 
he  heard  the  bell  ring.  Then  he  waited  for 
the  fire  engines  to  come. 

It  was  only  a  few  minutes  before  the 
Clang!  Clang!  Clang!  of  the  fire  gong  and 
the  roar  of  the  powerful  motor  of  the  fire 
engines  could  be  heard  speeding  down  the 
street.  As  the  engines  approached  the  Alarm 
Box,  Tony  pointed  the  way  to  Mr.  Brown's 
house.  Great  clouds  of  smoke  and  flames 
were  now  coming  from  the  windows.  The 
firemen  quickly  jumped  of!  the  fire  engines 
and  carried  their  water  hose  up  to  the  burn- 
ing building. 

Fortunately,  Bessy  and  her  mother  and 
father  had  been  able  to  escape  from  the 
house;  but  by  the  time  the  fire  had  been  put 
out,  their  pretty  home  had  been  burned  to 
the  ground.  The  fire  destroyed  so  much 
property  that  Mr.  Bro\vn  had  struggled  so 
long  and  so  hard  to  buy,  that  the  family 
now  has  to  live  in  a  small  apartment. 


Fire  Prevention  65 

Next  Christmas  the  Browns'  Christmas 
tree  will  have  little  electric  lights  on  it  in- 
stead of  wax  candles,  and  Mr.  Brown  will 
be  careful  to  see  that  the  wires  are  well 
protected  from  each  other.  (//  two  bare 
electric  wires  come  together,  they  cause  a 
spark  that  might  start  a  fire.) 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Tony  turn  in  the  fire-alarm? 

2.  What  did  Tony  do  after  he  turned  in  the 
alarm? 

3.  Where  did  the  Browns  have  to  go  after 
the  fire?    Why? 

4.  How  will  the  Browns  light  their  tree  next 
year? 

5.  Why  must  electric  wires  be  protected? 

Suggestions  to  the   Teacher 

Visit  the  nearest  Fire  House  with  the  entire 
class  and  see  how  alarms  are  "turned  in"  and 
how  they  are  received. 

Have  the  pupils  write  compositions  about 
their  visit  to  the  Fire  House. 
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THE  GAS  JET 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  The  curtain  has  caught  fire.     How  could 
this  have  been  avoided? 

2.  How  should  the  gas  jet  have  been  pro- 
tected? 

3.  Where  should  the  gas  fixture  have  been 
placed? 

4.  What  would  happen  if  the  gas  flame  were 
blown  out  by  the  wind? 

5.  If  we  smell  gas  in  a  dark  room,  should 
we  strike  a  match  to  find  the  trouble?     Why 
not? 

THE  GAS  JET 

One  night  when  Mrs.  Ferrera  was  out  of 
the  house,  her  son  Tony  started  to  throw  a 
ball  around  the  dining  room.  His  mother 
had  always  told  him  not  to  do  this>  but  she 
was  away,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  great 
fun.  Suddenly  the  rubber  ball  hit  the  wall 
and  bounced  back  against  the  glass  globe 
around  the  gas  light. 

Crash!  Bang!  the  glass  broke  in  a  hun- 
dred pieces.  Now  there  was  nothing  to  pro- 
tect the  flame. 
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The  curtain  has  caught  fire  and  this  home  may  be  destroyed. 
How   could   this  have   been   avoided? 
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Tony  was  frightened  at  the  damage  he 
had  done.  He  put  the  ball  away  and  swept 
up  the  pieces  of  glass.  Tony  hoped  his 
mother  wouldn't  notice  that  the  globe  had 
been  broken,  because  he  knew  he  would  be 
punished  for  disobeying  her.  Then  the  lit- 
tle boy  went  to  bed  in  the  next  room  leaving 
the  window  open  to  let  in  the  fresh  air. 

The  wind  began  to  blow  the  curtains  this 
way  and  that.  Each  time  they  seemed  to 
come  nearer  and  nearer  the  gas  light. 
Finally  the  curtain  was  blown  right  into  the 
flame,  which  was  not  far  away,  and  caught 
fire  almost  immediately. 

By  the  time  Tony's  mother  returned,  the 
blazing  curtains  had  set  fire  to  other  parts 
of  the  room.  The  fire  was  now  too  far  ad- 
vanced to  be  smothered.  But  Mrs.  Ferrera 
did  not  think  of  the  fire  at  first,  she  thought 
only  of  Tony's  safety.  Where  could  he  be? 

"Tony!  Tony!"  she  screamed.  "Where 
are  you?" 

Tony  jumped  out  of  bed  and  came  run- 
ning toward  her. 

As  soon  as  he  saw  the  fire,  he  was  nearly 


Fire  Prevention  69 

frightened  to  death.  He  and  his  mother 
dashed  down  the  stairs  shouting,  "Fire! 
Fire!"  Their  neighbors  in  the  apartment 
upstairs  heard  the  cries  of  "Fire!  Fire!" 
and,  smelling  the  smoke,  dashed  for  the  fire- 
escape  outside  the  window. 

As  they  hurried  down,  they  were  glad 
that  there  were  no  boxes  and  pots  with 
plants  in  them  on  the  fire-escape  like 
the  one  across  the  street.  It  would  have 
been  difficult  for  the  people  to  get  down  if 
there  had  been  anything  in  the  way. 

Everyone  got  out  safely,  but  the  building 
was  badly  damaged  by  the  fire  before  the 
firemen  came  and  put  it  out. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  What  did  Mrs.  Ferrera  warn  Tony  not 
to  do? 

2.  Did  Tony  obey  his  mother? 

3.  What  happened? 

4.  How  did  Tony  and  his  mother  get  out  of 
the  building? 

5.  How  did  the  neighbors  upstairs  get  out? 
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THE  CELLAR 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  keep  old  paper 
and  wooden  boxes  piled  up  in  the  cellar? 

2.  What  is  spontaneous  combustion? 

3.  W"hy  should  every  cellar  be  kept  clean? 

4.  Where    should   the   hot   ashes    from   the 
furnace  be  placed? 

5.  Why    should    we    be    careful    where    we 
throw  matches  in  the  cellar? 

THE  CELLAR 

"Will  you  please  go  down  to  the  cellar 
and  get  me  some  wood  to  start  the  fire," 
said  Mrs.  Dale  to  her  son,  Dicky. 

The  boy  went  down  the  dark  stairs  and 
lit  the  gas  so  that  he  could  see  to  gather 
the  bits  of  broken  boxes  and  other  pieces  of 
wood  that  were  piled  there.  Without  think- 
ing about  the  burning  match,  he  threw  it 
down  and  hurried  to  gather  the  wood. 

The  match  was  still  burning  as  it  fell 
among  the  piles  of  old  paper,  wood,  and 
trash  that  lay  piled  under  the  wooden  stairs. 
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THE  CELLAR 
LESSON  14 


Dicky's  cellar  was  filled  with  old  paper  and  wooden  boxes. 
Why  is  this  dangerous? 
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Dicky  grabbed  an  armful  of  wood  and 
hurried  up  the  stairs. 

Soon  Dicky's  mother  thought  that  she 
smelled  smoke  coming  from  the  cellar.  As 
she  opened  the  door,  she  screamed  for  help. 

The  old  paper  and  trash  in  the  cellar 
were  now  blazing  fiercely.  Mrs.  Dale 
shouted  to  Dicky  and  taking  her  other  child 
by  the  hand  dashed  out  of  the  house. 

Owens,  the  policeman,  was  passing  that 
way  and  heard  the  screams  for  help. 

He  ran  to  the  nearest  Fire-Alarm  Box 
and  turned  in  an  alarm  for  the  firemen.  He 
then  dashed  back  to  see  if  he  could  put  out 
the  fire  or  save  anybody  who  was  left  in  the 
burning  house. 

Luckily,  the  firemen  were  able  to  put 
out  the  blaze  before  much  damage  was 
done,  but  the  Fire  Chief  warned  Mrs.  Dale 
to  clean  up  the  cellar  and  keep  it  clean  or 
she  would  probably  have  another  fire. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Dicky's  cellar  look? 

2.  How  did  Dicky  start  the  fire? 
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3.  Who  discovered  the  fire? 

4.  Who  turned  in  the  fire-alarm? 

5.  What  did  the   Fire   Chief  say  to   Mrs. 
Dale? 

Suggestions  to  the   Teacher 

Instruct  the  pupils  to  bring  in  pictures  of 
recent  fires  and  accidents  and  have  the  children 
write  compositions  describing  these  fires  or 
accidents,  their  causes,  and  how  they  could  have 
been  prevented. 


Fire  Prevention  Slogans 

Help  the  Fire  Department. 
The  Fireman  Is  Our  Friend. 
The  Fireman  Saves  Lives. 
All  Fires  Have  Causes. 
Do  Not  Play  With  Matches. 
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THE  GAS  STOVE 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why    should   window   curtains   never  .be 
placed  near  a  stove? 

2.  What  would  you  have  done  in  this  case  to 
prevent  fire? 

3.  Why  should  we  protect  the  floor  under  a 
stove  with  metal? 

4.  What    might    happen    if    the    gas    stove 
leaks? 

5.  Why  must  we  be  careful  to  turn  off  the 
gas  when  not  in  use? 

THE  GAS  STOVE 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cohen  lived  with  their 
daughter  Becky  in  a  small  apartment  where 
they  cooked  all  their  meals  on  a  little  gas 
stove  in  the  kitchen. 

One  day  Mrs.  Cohen  wanted  to  brighten 
up  the  kitchen  and  make  it  look  more 
pleasant.  She  bought  a  clean  cloth  to  put 
over  the  table;  she  put  up  a  pretty  picture 
on  the  wall;  and  hung  lace  curtains  over 
the  windows. 
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These  window  curtains  are  directly  over  the  gas  stove. 
Why  is  this   dangerous? 
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That  night  it  was  very  warm  with  hardly 
any  wind  blowing  outside.  Becky  opened 
the  window  wide  to  get  the  fresh  air.  Then 
she  put  the  food  on  the  stove  to  cook  for 
supper  and  went  into  the  other  room  to 
study  her  lessons  while  the  food  was  cook- 
ing. 

In  a  short  time  the  wind  sprang  up  and 
started  to  blow  the  lace  curtains.  When  the 
little  girl  returned  to  the  kitchen,  she  found 
that  the  curtains  had  blown  across  the  gas 
stove,  and  had  caught  on  fire. 

Becky  quickly  turned  off  the  gas  and 
threw  a  pan  of  water  over  the  blazing  cur- 
tains. She  repeated  this  again  and  again. 
Finally  the  flames  were  put  out,  but  the 
pretty  curtains  and  the  wall  were  badly 
burned  and  blackened. 

When  Becky's  mother  came  home  from 
helping  her  husband,  she  praised  her 
daughter  for  her  quick  work  in  saving  the 
house  from  destruction. 

New  curtains  have  now  been  put  up,  and 
the  kitchen  put  in  good  order  once  more, 
but  the  gas  stove  has  been  moved  away  from 
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the    curtains    so   there    is    no    longer    any 
danger. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  What  did  Mrs.  Cohen  do  to  the  kitchen? 

2.  What  happened  to  the  curtains?    Why? 

3.  How  did  Becky  put  out  the  fire? 

4.  What  did  Mrs.  Cohen  do  when  she  came 
home? 

5.  What   did   she   do   with   the   gas   stove? 
Why? 

Suggestions  to  the   Teacher 

Establish  an  honor  roll  for  pupils  making 
the  greatest  effort  in  procuring  illustrative  ma- 
terial relating  to  the  work  of  safety;  such  as, 
the  best  drawing,  or  the  best  news  clipping. 


Fire  Prevention  Slogans 

The  Only  Safe  Match  Is  a  Burnt  Match. 
The  Useful  Child  Is  the  Careful  Child. 
Hands  Off  Fire-Alarms  and  Hydrants. 
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LESSON  16 


Dotty  Dale   has  taken   down   a   box  of  matches  and   is 

starting    a    fire    in    her    little    toy    stove. 

Why  is  this  dangerous? 


Questions  for  Class  Discussion 


1.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  play  with  matches? 

2.  Where  should  matches  be  kept? 

3.  How  would  you  put  out  a  fire  that  had 
just  started? 

4.  What    do    you    know    about    fire-extin- 
guishers? 

5.  How  do  you  use  a  fire-extinguisher? 


Fire  Prevention 


PLAYING  WITH  MATCHES 

Dotty  Dale  was  just  ten  years  old.  Her 
mother  had  given  her  a  nice  party.  Many 
of  her  friends  had  been  invited,  and  they  all 
had  a  very  pleasant  time. 

The  next  day  Dotty  gave  a  birthday 
party  for  her  doll.  The  little  girl  had  lots 
of  fun  planning  what  they  were  going  to 
eat.  It  was  a  sort  of  "make-believe"  party 
because  nobody  was  there  except  the  doll. 

Dotty  took  out  the  little  toy  stove  she 
had  received  as  a  present  the  day  before  and 
tried  to  start  a  fire  in  it.  She  had  often 
seen  Anna,  the  cook,  put  paper  and  wood 
in  the  big  stove  in  the  kitchen  in  order  to 
start  the  fire.  So  Dotty  took  down  the  box  of 
matches  that  Anna  had  carelessly  left  lying 
around,  and  filled  up  the  tiny  stove  with 
paper  and  match  sticks.  She  thought  that 
she  could  do  the  same  things  that  older 
people  do. 

She  lit  a  match  and  tried  to  start  the  fire, 
but  the  match  blazed  up  and  burned  her 
fingers.  With  a  cry  of  pain  Dotty  dropped 


8o  Fire  Prevention 

the  match  which  fell  in  her  lap  and  burned 
a  hole  in  her  pretty  dress. 

The  little  girl  jumped  up,  and  the  match 
fell  to  the  floor.  She  stepped  on  the  burn- 
ing match  to  put  it  out  before  any  more 
damage  was  done.  But  that  wasn't  enough. 
She  had  not  yet  learned  her  lesson.  She 
started  to  light  a  fire  in  the  little  stove  once 
more.  This  time  the  fire  started  and  soon 
the  flames  grew  bigger  and  bigger  as  the 
paper  and  matches  burned  rapidly. 

Just  above  the  little  stove  hung  some  lace 
window  curtains.  As  the  flames  from  the 
toy  stove  grew  bigger  and  bigger,  they  set 
fire  to  the  curtains.  The  little  girl  was  so 
frightened,  she  screamed,  "Fire!  Help! 
Fire!" 

Her  mother  heard  the  screams  and  ran 
into  the  room  at  once.  Luckily,  she  was 
able  to  put  out  the  fire  before  it  had  gained 
much  headway. 

Mrs.  Dale  put  away  the  matches  in  a  safe 
place  and  took  the  stove  away,  too. 

"It  is  too  dangerous  to  play  with  matches, 
Dotty,"  said  her  mother,  realizing  for  the 
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first  time  how  much  damage  might  have 
been  done  if  she  had  not  come  into  the  room 
at  that  time.  "Run  along  and  play  with 
your  dolls,  but  please  don't  ever  touch  the 
matches  again." 


Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Dotty  burn  her  fingers? 

2.  How  did  Dotty  burn  her  dress? 

3.  What  happened  to  the  lace  curtains? 

4.  Where  should  matches  be  kept? 

5.  What  did  Mrs.  Dale  tell  Dotty? 


Suggestions  to  the  Teacher 

Have  the  children  memorize  simple  verses 
relating  to  safety  and  encourage  them  to  con- 
struct their  own  rhymes;  such  as, 

Sing  a  song  of  six  pence; 
A  pocket  full  of  matches. 
Dotty  burned  her  pretty  clothes, 
And  now  she's  wearing  patches. 
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INFLAMMABLE  LIQUIDS 

LESSON  17 


This  woman  has  set  a  can  of  gasoline  on  the  ironing 

board   near   the  hot   irons   and   stove. 

Why  is  this  dangerous? 


Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  put  gasoline,  ben- 
zine, or  kerosene  near  a  stove  or  things  that 
are  very  hot? 

2.  What    are    inflammable   liquids?      Name 
four. 

3.  What  is  inflammable  material? 

4.  How  would  you  put  out  a  gasoline  fire? 

5.  Into  what  kind  of  a  container  should  we 
put  inflammable  liquids?  inflammable  material? 
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INFLAMMABLE  LIQUIDS 

Mrs.  Cohen  often  helped  her  husband  in 
the  small  tailor  shop  which  he  owned. 
Sometimes  it  was  necessary  for  her  to  re- 
move grease  spots  and  dirt  from  the  clothes 
that  were  brought  into  the  shop  to  be 
cleaned.  Mrs.  Cohen  found  that  by  using 
gasoline  or  benzine,  she  could  clean  the 
clothes  quickly.  These  liquids  are  called 
inflammable  because  they  catch  fire  easily 
and  explode  when  placed  near  something 
very  hot. 

One  day  she  had  a  can  of  gasoline  on 
the  ironing  board.  The  stove  was  near  by, 
and  so  were  some  very  hot  irons,  for  she 
had  never  been  told  that  this  was  danger- 
ous. Suddenly,  without  a  bit  of  warning, 
the  fumes  from  the  gasoline  exploded  with 
a  terrific  BANG! 

The  flaming  gasoline  was  thrown  in  every 
direction.  It  set  fire  to  the  little  shop  and 
also  burned  the  poor  woman  very  badly. 
Although  she  was  injured,  Mrs.  Cohen 
thought  only  of  putting  out  the  fire.  She 
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got  a  pail  of  water  and  threw  it  on  the  fire, 
but  this  made  the  flames  spread  all  the  more. 
(She  did  not  know  that  gasoline  and  liquids 
like  that  are  lighter  than  water.  They  float 
on  top  of  the  water  and  continue  to  burn. 
Sand  or  a  wet  blanket  would  have  smoth- 
ered the  flames.) 

Before  the  firemen  came  and  put  out  the 
fire,  the  little  tailor  shop  had  been  nearly 
destroyed. 

Mrs.  Cohen  was  in  bed  for  many  days 
before  she  got  well  again.  If  she  had  only 
prevented  the  explosion  by  keeping  the 
gasoline  away  from  the  heat  and  fire,  it 
would  have  saved  her  all  this  suffering. 


Questions  for  Silent  Reading 

1.  How  did  Mrs.  Cohen  clean  the  clothes? 

2.  How  did  she  try  to  put  out  the  fire? 

3.  What  should  she  have  done? 

4.  What  are  these  liquids  called?     Why? 

5.  Why  did  the  can  of  gasoline  explode? 
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STARTING  THE  FIRE  WITH 
KEROSENE 

LESSON  18 


Mrs.  Smith  is  pouring  kerosene  on  the  fire  to  make  it 

burn  better. 
Why  is   this  dangerous? 

Questions  for  Class  Discussion 

1.  Why  is  it  dangerous  to  pour  kerosene  or 
gasoline  on  the  fire? 

2.  How  should  inflammable  liquids  be  kept? 

3.  Where     should    inflammable    liquids    be 
kept? 

4.  What  are  the  City's  regulation  in  regard 
to  fireworks? 

5.  Why  must  we  be  careful  when  handling 
fireworks? 
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STARTING  THE  FIRE  WITH 
KEROSENE 

Mrs.  Smith  had  trouble  in  starting  the 
fire  in  the  stove  because  the  wood  was  damp. 
Soon  the  children  would  be  asking  for  their 
breakfast,  so  she  decided  to  pour  some  kero- 
sene on  the  fire  to  make  it  burn  better.  But 
Mrs.  Smith  poured  too  much  kerosene  on 
the  fire.  Almost  instantly  a  great  sheet  of 
flame  burst  forth. 

Mrs.  Smith  pulled  the  can  of  kerosene 
away  before  it  exploded,  so  that  the  only 
injuries  she  received  were  some  painful 
burns  on  her  hands  and  arms. 

She  dressed  these  burns  as  well  as  she 
could,  but  she  felt  too  weak  from  the  shock 
to  try  to  cook  any  breakfast.  The  children 
had  to  go  to  school  without  any  warm  food. 

Mrs.  Smith  never  tries  to  start  the  fire 
with  kerosene  any  more.  She  knows  it  isn't 
safe  to  take  any  such  chances. 

Questions  for  Silent  Reading 
i.  Why  did  Mrs.   Smith  pour  kerosene  on 
the  fire? 
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2.  What  happened  to  the  fire? 

3.  What  happened  to  Mrs.   Smith?. 

4.  What  did  Mrs.  Smith  do  then? 

5.  Does    Mrs.    Smith    start    the    fire    with 
kerosene  any  more?     Why? 


Suggestions   to   the   Teacher 

Have  the  pupils  inquire  if  there  are  any  City 
regulations  and  laws  in  regard  to  keeping  in- 
flammable liquids,  fireworks,  etc.;  and  also  in 
regard  to  fire  prevention  of  all  sorts  such  as 
bonfires  and  disposal  of  rubbish. 


Fire  Prevention  Jingles 

ALWAYS  BE  CAREFUL 

"I  must  be  careful  about  fire 
And  crowded  streets  and  hanging  wire. 

I  must  not  take  a  foolish  dare 
Or  play  with  danger  anywhere." 

From   "Safety   Instruction    for   the   Nashville    (Tennessee) 
Public   Schools." 
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FIRE  PREVENTION  RULES 

The  Fire  Commissioner  of  New  York 
City  asks  each  boy  and  girl  to  remember 
these  rules.  If  you  do,  it  will  help  to  protect 
life  and  property. 

1.  Matches  should  be  kept  in  a  metal  con- 

tainer away  from  heat  and  out  of  the 
reach  of  small  children. 

2.  Inflammable    rubbish,    paper,    broken 

furniture,    etc.,   should   be    removed 
from  the  cellar,  attic,  and  yard. 

3.  You    should   locate   the   nearest   Fire- 

Alarm  Box  to  your  home  and  learn 
how  to  send  in  an  alarm. 

4.  Electric  irons  should  be  disconnected 

after  use. 

5.  Fire-escapes    should    not  be   blocked; 

they  should  be  kept  clear  and  ready 
for  use  at  all  times. 

6.  Kerosene  should  not  be  used  for  light- 

ing fires. 

7.  Do  not  use  lighted  candles  on  Christ- 

mas trees. 
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8.  The  use  of  gasoline,  naphtha,  or  benzine 

is  dangerous.  These  should  not  be 
kept  in  the  house. 

9.  The  careless  smoker  should  be  watched. 

Notice  where  he  throws  matches, 
cigars,  and  cigarettes,  when  he  has 
finished  with  them,  and  put  them  out 
yourself  if  necessary. 

10.  Do  not  look  for  gas  leaks  with  a  lighted 
match  or  candle;  such  action  is  likely 
to  result  in  an  explosion  and  serious 
injury. 

u.  Floors  under  stoves  should  be  pro- 
tected with  metal  or  other  unburn- 
able  material. 

12.  Do  not  go  into  dark  closets,  bedrooms 
or  cellars  with  lighted  candles  or 
matches.  This  is  a  dangerous  prac- 
tice. 
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FIRE  PREVENTION  WEEK 

On  October  9,  1871,  Chicago  was  nearly 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  terrible  blaze,  that 
swept  a  large  part  of  the  city  from  the 
earth,  started  Sunday  evening  in  a  small 
barn.  The  flames  spread  rapidly  through 
most  of  the  city.  It  was  not  until  the  next 
night,  when  a  welcomed  rain  fell,  that  the 
flames  were  finally  put  out. 

Nearly  17,500  buildings  in  the  main 
business  and  residential  section  of  the  city 
were  destroyed,  about  300  persons  lost 
their  lives,  and  over  100,000  men,  women, 
and  children  were  left  homeless.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  damage  amounted  to  nearly 
$196,000,000. 

Partly  because  of  this  awful  fire,  each 
year,  the  week  ending  October  9th  has  been 
selected  as  National  Fire  Prevention  Week. 
At  this  time  the  President  of  the  United 
States  calls  upon  everyone  throughout  the 
country  to  make  special  efforts  to  prevent 
fires.  It  is  hoped  that  these  precautions 
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will  also  be  continued  throughout  the  year. 
Schools  everywhere  should  interest  the 
pupils  in  this  important  work. 

An  appropriate  Assembly  Program,  such 
as  outlined  below,  should  be  prepared  by 
the  pupils  as  one  of  the  features  of  this  week. 

FIRE  PREVENTION  ASSEMBLY  PROGRAM 

Opening  Song — America 

Address — Fire  Prevention — By  the  Prin- 
cipal 

Fire  Prevention  Slogans — By  one  of  the 
pupils 

Song — Forward  Scouts  of  Safety  (See 
Page  77) 

Debate* — Resolved:  That  Safety  Educa- 
tion in  the  schools  saves  children's  lives 

Song — Safety  Always  (See  Page  37) 

Appointment  of  the  officers  of  the  Safety 
First  Scouts  (See  Page  45) 

Pledge  of  Allegiance  to  the  Flag 

Closing  Song — The  Star  Spangled  Banner 

*If  it  is  desired,  a  Fire  Prevention  Play  (such  as  a 
dramatization  of  one  of  the  stories  in  this  book)  may  be 
substituted  for  the  debate. 


